SMALL CLAIMS COURTS - FROM 1 APRIL YOU CAN SUE FOR UP TO R20,000

The monetary jurisdiction of Small Claims Courts has been increased from R15,000 to R20,000 from 1 April 2019. 

Not all claims can be pursued in a Small Claims Court -
1) Claims over R20,000 must be pursued in the ordinary courts (you can if you like reduce a larger claim to the R20k to avoid having to do that).
 
2) Only individuals can sue in a Small Claims Court, i.e. not companies, close corporations etc.
 
The State and local authorities can only be sued in the ordinary courts. Other than those exclusions, you can sue anyone including companies and the like.
 
Certain types of claim (such as divorce matters, some damages claims, interdicts, will disputes etc) must also go to the ordinary courts.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Even if your claim qualifies for the Small Claims Court, think of asking your lawyer for guidance on whether it is your best course of action. Sometimes even seemingly minor claims can have wide ramifications, and there is no substitute for professional advice!
